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that the attempt to give Tillage leases to the Patels had failed. At this time some idea seems to hare been entertained of carrying out a permanent settlement of the revenue, for in the reply of Government to the Eevenue Commissioner's Circuit Report of the year it is stated that the attention of the Collector of Surat had "been called to previous orders laying down that JcMtabandi settlements should be made in surveyed villages every year when the circumstances appeared favourable, with a view to permanent settlements as soon as the area and value of land had been sufficiently accurately ascertained to admit of a moderate fixed assessment being determined. Fortunately for Government and the ryots, the idea proceeded no farther.
On the Collector in 1831 proposing a general rediiction of three annas in the rupee on account of the fall in prices, the Eevenue Commissioner was directed to visit Surat and make personal inquiries. His Eeporb after doing so is worth quoting to show on what crude data the existing assessments were made. In Olpad, notwithstanding a survey made for the Chief of Vinchur when he held the subdivision, when the total rental of a village had once been fixed it was levied irrespectively of any increase or decrease of cultivated area. In the settlement made by Mr. Morison in Chorasi the rent entered in the village books in dsrct or estimated bighas was divided by that area, and the quotient thus obtained simply applied to the area ascertained by measurement. Thus, if a field of four estimated bigJias was entered at a rental of sixteen rupees, the rate per bigha (four rupees) was retained; and if by measurement the field contained five lighas, its new rent was put down as twenty rupees; or if it measured only three lighas, at twelve rupees. In Supa and Parchol the same method of re-assessment was adopted. In the wilder districts of Karod, Sarbhan, Valod, Buhari, &c., the old system of looking to previous years' collections was still continued. The Eevenue Commissioner recommended the substitution for this of the hundcibandi system (payment in the lump on the holding inclusive of lands left fallow or waste), or, if a more detailed settlement at fixed rates per HgJia should be considered necessary, that all lands should be re-classified with the assistance of experts from Northern Gujarat. For the present he recom-